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TO SAVE A SALOON: Artist’s rendering of 45-story office
buliding planned for 919 Third Avenue, which will be
built around P. J. Clarke’s saloon, lower left, a picturesque
landmark. The office building, between 55th and 56th

Streets, will be a center for the carpet industry,

New Skyscraper Will Preserye
P.J.Clarke’s on Third Avenye

By THOMAS W. ENNIS

In one of the most unust * a corner of the broad plaza that

Manhattan real estate trans: will surround the skyscraper on
tons in recent years, a 4 three sides.

story skyscraper will be by :
around a Third Avenue lan shi‘m}e relin

mark—P. J. Clarke’s bar a .
restaurant—to preserve it.  tor, Mr. Lavezzo, who is also

Clarke’s, one of the city an antiques dealer, negotiated

. a 99-year lease on the property.
m‘m ]pOpular drinking and ez "o retains a -large ?ifmg
the %?geihisshmll:ong lt,he l“hti‘ cial interest in the property,
Third Avenue w:rsswe?f' k‘:m: holding a  purchase” mone
before the post-World war  Mortgage of 31'2'"‘““"“.’ which
building boom transformed tt L’i:a'sjem .gg t}‘:h cogm"l?h pur-
avenue, with office building Price ot the site. The to.

and ] tal price paid by the Tishman
Thg”ﬁgﬂ:ﬁ’;f t’;ﬁ‘;ﬁ‘;s roble; nterest for the corner, accord-

of the preservation of a pi iN8 tO real estate men, was
turesquepbuilding will cause n 8bout $1.5-million. Tt is Lesti-
this case, Clarke’s will  has been spent so far to ac-
preserved in a large plaza are Qquire the entire blockfront.
and the skyscraper will ris The saloon was acquired in
without interference behind i 1904 by Patrick Joseph Clarke,
The owner of Clarke's, Danit a native of County Leitrim, Ire-
H. Lavezzo Jr., will thus b land, and operated by him as a
able to maintain _a thrivin highly respectable Irish pub un-
business, which he believes ha til his death at the age of 63 in
the most varied restaurant cli the early nineteen-forties. Mr.
entele in New York. Clarke never owned the saloon

Package Assembled property.

Clarke's, on the northeas ... corner was bought in
corner of Third Avenue apn 1949 by Mr. Lavezzo who put

55th Street, is one of a-numhe iR diniNg rooms at the rear of
of properties on the east sig the 5&loon, which is just about

of ‘the avenue between 551 1€ same today as it was when

and 56th Streets being assem MI: Clarke was saloonkeeper.
bled by the Tishman Regany an( Some property owners who
Construction Company. were not as lucky as Mr, La-

: o4 VeZZo have resisted the bland-
cogésehr:lm‘;ﬁcﬁe“{s Ygg{gvl;as:g ishments of encroaching build-
tionally, is currently building ; &S and have had buildings put
40-story skyscraper on the UP around them.
blockfront just south o Rockefeller Center has two-
Clarke’s, the blockfront be Well-known examples of hold.
tween 54th and 55th Streetg outs. The Rockefeller interests
The building, which will be g0t all the land needed for the
known as 909 Third Avenue center when it was planned in
will have the Franklin D, the nineteen thirties except for
Roosevelt branch of the post two small corner parcels.
office on its first four floors. One parcel was a plot about
The building, which will be 20 feet wide on the northeast
blockfront between 55th and corner of 49th Street and the
o6th Streets will be known as Avenue of the Americas,” and
the Carpet Center. About 2l the other was the southeast
carpet concerns have leased corner of 50th Street and the
space in the structure, which is avenue.
scheduled for occupancy in As the years passed the own-
1969, . ers’ resistance weakened and

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill the owners of Rockefeller Cen.
are the architects of the new ter acquired the corner sites,
skyscraper. Clarke’s, with its which are occupied by a saloon
eighteen-nineties interior in. on the 49th Street corner, and
tact, will be in its own bujld- a drug store on the 50th Street
ing, about where it is now, in corner,

relinquishing owner-
his Third Avenue cor.
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